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ALICE Since the Great Reces
Since the end of the Great 
Recession, from 2010–2023
• #  of GA hous eholds  

increas ed 17%

• Hous eholds  in poverty 
increas ed 1%. 

• The number of ALICE 
hous eholds  increas ed 
26%
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• Income above the Federal Poverty Level, but below 

the cost of basics in their county (Household 
Survival Budget)

• Extent of hardship concealed by outdated Federal 
Poverty Level (FPL) calculation dating back to 1964

• Often earn too much to be eligible for public 
assistance

• Wages not keeping up with cost of basics and 
costs on the rise (esp. food, housing)

• With little to no savings, Inflation and crisis hit 
ALICE harder

• Elevated anxiety and depression



The ALICE Household Survival Budget
The Household Survival Budget reflects the minimum cost to live and work in 
the modern economy. This budget is the basis for determining whether 
households are above or below the ALICE Threshold by county.

UnitedForALICE.org/Household-Budgets/Georgia



†ČÈÌśťŻÀČÈ¦ČŁQ¦ČÀČ‰¦Àğ░VÀśÈťŽ¦Ř░¦Č░RÌăśŁ¦À░

• 13.1% earned below the Federal Poverty 
Level (FPL)

• 30.5% were ALICE--households that earned 
above the FPL but not enough to afford the 
basics in communities where they live

• Added together, 44% of households in 
Georgia were below the ALICE Threshold 
(poverty + ALICE divided by total household) 

of Georgia’s 4,141,265 households in 2024:
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Basic Costs in Georgia (available per county and household composition)



Financial Hardship Varies 
by Location

The percentage of households below the 
ALICE Threshold ranged from 25% in 
Oconee County to 75% in Wheeler County 

Variation within counties, e.g., range 
from 15% to 75% within Fulton County
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The annual total for the Household 
Survival Budget for a family of four 
with two adults, an infant and a 
preschooler ranged from 
$67,404 in Emanuel County to 
$110,220 in Fulton County

Itemized budgets for all counties and regions at UnitedForALICE.org/household-budgets/Georgia 



The Demographics 
of Hardship
Households most  likely to struggle  
financially include these groups. 
Below is the  % of families living 
below the ALICE threshold:

• Black (54%) and Hispanic (51%)
• Under 25 (70%) and 65+ (53%)
• Single Female Led with Children (76%)



• Georgia ranks #43 of 51      
(states and District of Columbia)

How Does Georgia Compare?



Financial Hardship Over Time
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Since the end of the G  
Recession, from 2010–2024
• #  of GA hous eholds  

increas ed 19%

• Hous eholds  in poverty 
decreas ed 2%. 

• The number of ALICE 
hous eholds  increas ed 
24%
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Older Americans are Also Str  

54% of Georgia households 65+ are un    
That’s 552,721 households 



Columbia County—35% below ALICE Threshold
(8% poverty + 27% ALICE) 

Richmond County- 48% below ALICE Threshold
(16% poverty and 32% ALICE)         
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Aiken County- 40% below ALICE Threshold
(15% poverty and 25% ALICE)         



The Power of the Data 

Legislative District Tool 

County Snapshots 



Success Stories and ALICE in Action

UnitedForALICE.org/ALICE-in-Action

• Medical Debt relief
• Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)
• Technology accessibility
• Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta

Benefits CLIFF Tool (Career Ladder Identifier & Financial Forecaster)
• Nurse’s Pantry
• ALICE Lives Here/Community Roundtables
• Adjusted Funding Priorities
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• Budget and Income Status Tool to determine 

eligibility to clients you serve

• Use interactive maps to determine where need is highest in 
the area you serve 

• Community Needs Assessment—use Indicators to assist! 



Data For Action
• Visit UnitedForALICE.org or

scan QR code to dig deeper into the data

• Maps are interactive by state, county, zip code, legislative 
district, and more

• Encourage the use of this data to take action & create change
• Build awareness



www.UnitedforALICE.org

http://www.unitedforalice.org/
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