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Connecting
Passion with
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stronger and more vibrant community.
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Community Grants Program

Annual, competitive process supported by the Community Grants Fund

Consistent funding to address current needs of the community

Evaluation process leads to awards based on identified community needs and relative
merit of the proposals received

Made possible by an endowment that was seeded by the Augusta National Golf Club
and now includes annual gifts from multiple donors and funds.



Who is Eligible to Apply?

6 County Focus:

Aiken, Burke,
Columbia, Edgefield,
McDuffie & Richmond

One Application per
year per 501(c)3
organization

501(c)(3)




May | Apply as a New
501(c)3 Organization

or a Nonprofit that is
new to the Community
Foundation?

YES!

*  We will consider a start-up (less than 3 years of
operations)

*  We will consider funding Nonprofits that do not
already have a relationship with the Community
Foundation

* To be considered, a start-up or new nonprofit can’t
duplicate services already provided in your service
area unless an unmet need can be documented

* Reviewed on a case-by-case basis for such things as:
* Addresses a significant, measurable need
* Organization can effectively address the need
* Organization’s likelihood of achieving outcomes
* Organization has plans to ensure its long-term
viability
* QOrganization has demonstrated they have

spoken to and are working with other
community partners

NOTE: All first-time applicants MUST complete t
application by the EARLY DEADLINE of July 15t




What is the Range of Grant Amounts?
** No minimum
“* Request cannot exceed $15,000

Community panel volunteers review applications, perform site visits, and rank
applicants from 5 to 1, with 5 being the highest. Typically, a 5 will get the total
amount requested. Based on the amount of funds remaining, the 4t ranked
agency will receive a percentage of funds requested.



In What Areas Do You Fund?

Arts/Culture/History

Recognizing the positive impact art, cultural and historical
organizations have on a community, we welcome high-quality
applications in this area.

Education/Youth Enrichment

We welcome applications from organizations that provide enrichment
and educational opportunities to disadvantaged children, youth and
adults. Examples include: job skills training and/or placement, after
school or summer programs, leadership mentoring, tutoring, GED and
literacy programs.



In What Areas Do You Fund? (cont’d)

Health/Environmental

Some examples of programs in this funding area include: environmental
research or management, animal services, programs that support
sustainable community and backyard gardens, medical clinics, drug
rehabilitation programs and medical programs for persons with
disabilities or mental illness.

People in Need

This category is generally, but not exclusively, for human service programs
that work with people in need. Examples include: feeding, housing,
financial assistance, programs serving the homeless and programs for
recently incarcerated individuals.
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What Don’t You Fund?

Grants to individuals

Capital Campaigns

Deficit financing and debt retirement
Endowments

Political Organizations or campaigns

Lobbying legislators or influencing
elections

Marketing as the entirety of your grant
request

Special fundraising events/celebrations
Regranting
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Personal research

Programs requiring faith-based
participation

Projects that are typically the funding
responsibility of the government

Scholarships to schools, colleges or
universities outside of our six-county
region

Programs that have already taken place
or will be completed in the current
calendar year
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Problem Areas That We’ve Seen

Help Notes throughout the application — pay attention to them

Project Description — this is your gateway to tell why your grant is important
Budget Table — take your time, follow directions, ask questions if needed
Outcomes — Use all three steps

Partnerships — It is never good to put N/A

Organizational Profile — Remember to check your organizational information
each time you complete a new grant. Make corrections when needed to
contacts (contact us for this), addresses and other permanent information
on a regular basis.

Feedback — early review feedback; post-process feedback



What Should | Emphasize?

Strong applications will need to tell the story of your organization and the
importance of your mission to the community to include:

e

*

Impact on persons/the community

e

*

Develop competencies and skills in an individual

e

*

Address a demonstratable, significant need

e

%

Leverage other funding

e

*

How you partner with other agencies

e

*

Demonstrate capacity to provide services

e

*

Demonstrate support from volunteers and in-kind resources

e

%

Promote systems or approaches that can prevent or solve problems

Be sure that your response to the questions above reflect the six-county service area
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Budget Table

The drop-down menu lets you select your budget categories.
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Direct Services
Scholarships
Equipment
Supplies
Marketing
In-Kind
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B.A.C.K.S.
What are you aiming for?

Determine how you are trying to impact your target group.

VP QN VP |
\1/ \1/

. VP Y
Behavior —\¢/— Status

To do or NOT do a specific action Perception or label based on
Condition specific characteristics
Ao\ State that affects a way of life Ao\
\T1/ \1/
Attitude Knowledge
Personal feelings about a subject Specific information gained from

the program



GuideStar
Why it Matters

| | The Seals of Transparency
You already have one
. Bronee Sienr
. Tranaparncy Transpasency
Data from IRS or nonprofits directly
1 Candid, Candid.

; Helg dowors find Guide funding
Charitable partner use you decislons

Seals demonstrate commitment to transparency & f_:mmﬁmn s

: . . o programis) and leadership MmEnsnTes of
| build confidence in your organization eontact information  information and information progress + results
up-to-date brand detabls

| Seals can expire — update your information
| minimally every 2 years




Questions?




0e®
TN

1

O G

Early Review Option
Community Foundation staff will review your application and provide feedback.

Submit the application as if you were submitting it for the
DO NOT SUBMIT AN INCOMPLETE final deadline.

APPLICATION! Ensure you upload correct attachments in the appropriate
fields

NOTE: When you receive staff feedback, please make suggested changes to your application.
Not doing so may keep your application from moving through to a panel sight visit

NOTE: Your application will only be returned to you if changes are needed. Do not submit an
early application assuming you can make changes later. If staff deems that no changes are
needed, you will be notified that your application will move on to the next phase.

NOTE: If the application is released back to you for corrections it will appear in your
organizational profile in a “draft” state. Once you’ve made changes you will need to resubmit
the application before the final deadline.



Finalizing Your Application

You may save and return to
your application at any time

The person who can answer questions
about your application and will organize
b your site visit should be the contact

. person for your application.
Ensure you upload correct N

attachments in the

appropriate fields PUSH SUBMIT! If you submit for the

early deadline, make sure you re-submit

before the final deadline

BEST PRACTICE: Have another person

proof your application before pressing
submit

On our website, you will also find:

e Grant Seeker Guidelines

* Help on how to create budgets and
write outcomes

* How to prepare for a site visit
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Is a Site Visit Really Important?

A compelling grant is not
enough to secure funding.
Most, if not all, of the grants
we receive, deserve
consideration for funding.

The site visit is an opportunity
to secure your organization's
chance to receive funding.
Prepare for this visit with that
thought in mind, and “sell”
your grant proposal and
organization to your panel!

BEST PRACTICE: Make sure
the person who wrote the
grant preps those who will be
present at the site visit. A best
practice would be for that
person to also attend.

Not all applicants receive a site visit. To
receive a site visit, an applicant must submit a
complete application with correct financials,
= budgets, and other supporting documents as
requested in the application by the deadline.
The request must meet standards as outlined
in the granting guidelines.

<«
|

NOTE: Staff may not recommend your
grant for a site visit, even if this basic
criteria was met, if staff feels you did not
adequately make your case for funding
consideration.

«
1



Augusta National Golf Club
Employee Giving Process

The Augusta National Golf Club partners with the Community Foundation to provide
its employees with a list of local nonprofit organizations each year.

Organizations that apply for a Community Grant and make it through the initial
phases of the application and receive a site visit are the organizations that appear on
the Employee Giving list each year.

ANGC shares the list of organizations with their staff who can select which
organization(s) they would like to designate funding to.

Since the Community Grants Program is an annual program, the organizations that
appear on the Employee Giving List each year will change based on which
organizations apply and make it through the initial phases of the application process.



Why Are You Doing Youth Panels?

Why we feel it’s important
We are growing future volunteers, philanthropists, fellow citizens who know and care
about our community.

Accountability
The adult chair walks with the youth throughout the entire process and makes sure
they understand the importance of their role.

Knowledge

The youth volunteers go through a specialized training with their Panel Chair. They,
like adult panels, read your applications, attend site visits and take part in a group
discussion on why they recommend specific organizations for funding.

BEST PRACTICE: Treat your youth panel with the same respect you would show to any
other panel.



4

)

If Funded, are there Reporting Requirements?

If your grant application is for a summer-only program that is completed by the time the
new school year begins, or is for a single item purchase, AND you have met all your

outcomes, you will not be required to complete a mid-year report, you will only do a

final report

Stories Matter — when doing your reports we want to know lives were impacted. Tell us
your stories and share quality photos

All agreements and reports will be done through the Grants Portal. Please observe
posted deadlines. You will receive a reminder 14 days before any follow-up report is
due. If you are a current grantee, your final report must be complete and submitted
prior to disbursement of new grant dollars (which may be before the noted deadline).

Submit a mid-year report by July 15, 2026

Submit a final year-end report by January 15, 2027



Applications are reviewed and released
for changes if in by the early deadline of
July 15 at 12:00 p.m.

Full Board of Directors affirm vote by
Grants Committee

$

Applicants receive notice of funding in
mid-December

What is the Award Process?

»

( )

Applications submitted after the early
deadline but prior to the deadline on
August 15 at 5:00 p.m., are reviewed and
either declined or sent to Grants
Committee

Panel recommendations given to Grants
Committee for approval in November

The annual press conference will be held
mid-January

»

Grants Committee reviews the work of
the staff and approves their
recommendations for site visits

3

Panel site visits will be conducted
starting October 1 but no later than
October 31.

Funds are distributed no later than the
end of January
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What are the Deadlines?

Application opens on July 1 and will be accepted through August 15

BEST PRACTICE: The Early Deadline for review with feedback is July 15 at
12:00 pm

NEW: 1sttime applicants MUST submit by the Early Deadline

The Final Deadline is August 15 at 5:00 pm. No exceptions.
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Questions?




Community Foundation Grants
Portal
What you need to know

All communications about your application will be done through the Grants Portal and will come
to the staff person and email address that you entered as the contact for that grant.

Add administrator@grantinterface.com to your allowed emails. System-generated notifications,
report reminders, and other grant-related communications will come from this email address.

You will be able to complete and upload all needed information directly through your
organizational account. Please don’t mail or email these documents directly to us.

Your organizational grant history will remain on your page in the Grants Portal. You will be able to
see all applications, your funding history, submitted reports, and agreements.

Applications for Augusta Bar Foundation, Mary Warren Fund, Sand Hills Garden Club, St. Joseph
Foundation, Vinea Foundation, and Women in Philanthropy are all hosted on the Community
Foundation’s Grants Portal.



Questions?




The Community Foundation Program Team

Lasima Turmon Erin Cooper
Director of Programs Sr. Program Officer
lasimaturmon@cfcsra.org erincooper@cfcsra.org

Cell: 762.684.6815 Cell: 910.638.0826

Office: 706.724.1314 Website: www.cfcsra.org



mailto:lasimaturmon@cfcsra.org
mailto:erinstarnes@cfcsra.org
http://www.cfcsra.org/

Using the
Grants Portal



How Do | Get Started?

Connecting Passion with
Purpose

L AT WAL T Wil [

The Community Foundation for the CSRA 15 our reglon's trusted philanthrople
partner. Wi waork with denors and nenprofits to connect passion with purpose
so that, together, we can strengthen our community for all.



‘\) Community | forme

FOUNDATION

I:‘MEHIJMH&'!HEM

e

I_Tr-n-nurrueu.m

ST M AT oRe

-

Central Savannah
River Area

Welcoms 1o the Community Foendation's Online
Garant's Portal

Fobw Usars Pabdrin i o "C PR N SO0eufl i (s b D
AT (b 3 SR 7 e BpEh LRl iEH.

O T 1y T T 0 e B P Y ASILED B M
BN SR B P ST 0 Ol LIEEE 8 SEw 500w PREE
DO RSB AR R B e e Y T 1 S
e

= Verpies TuAORE

n i Tikpags 1 e Al paa & AnCoaml Cresinn
w e Tuloewd 5 dpespeg in £ e

» iien Totoeml 3 Voum Appaeasi [Teshioam

u ARy A (T . gl T e e

ERHBA LA4PE Wk 07 Palrd RIS § S [FERD BLITGIR T e oF
RiePabiiob TEAH Fonl I ERLENEON B Pl srTIas B TVl 10 I
Foumainar piage Muags of S0 yoy wol AEsd 15 LR =1 5L 3 sde
L P S o 1ERnin. 30 0 an e Borgod yoed
[RRMADAT: Pl PR T Toagiod yOLF PR e 0 e bl i
R P [T

New Organization?

You will need to create a new
organizational profile to include
contacts before starting your
application.

All future applications that are
completed in our Grants Portal will
be linked to the organization.

New Employee, Existing
Organization Profile?

Contact Erin to be added to your
organizational profile.
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Already Have a Profile?

If you have already applied for
another grant through our
Grants Portal (launched in
March 2020)

BEST PRACTICE: Review your
organizational profile, contacts,
and your EFT information
before starting your
Community Grant Application.
Update as needed prior to
starting this or any other
application.
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Once you are logged in, you will land on your Applicant Dashboard.
Click the “Apply” icon to see the list of open grant opportunities



Click the “Apply” button that corresponds with the grant name
and description for the 2026 Community Grants Program

2025 Community Grants Application Accaepting Submissions from 07/01/2024 to 08/09/2024

Community Foundation 2025 Community Grants Program

The Cemmunity Faundaiion for the CSRAR Community Grants Program s made passible through ibe generecity of the Masters and individisl domoes. These granis are distributed
ihraugh a highly compeldive process designed 1o help nonprefit coganizations meel needs within a six-county anea. Through a careful review process, our stafl, community
woluniser panels, and board work togather 10 sward grants based on Identified community issues and the relative merit of the propasals recaived
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Need to Collaborate?

The Collaborate feature allows you to invite others to
work with you on your application.
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Need to Collaborate?

Enter the email address of the person you’d like to collaborate
with on your request.

Type a message to that person, including any specific
instructions about questions you'd like them to complete or
review.

Select the permission level for this collaborator (view, edit, or
submit).

These collaborator permissions apply to all forms within your
request (e.g. the application and any follow-ups assigned to
you). If you select edit, for example, the collaborator can edit
any forms within your request.

Need to edit your invitation? Click the Collaborate button
again to do any of the following:

v Resend the invitation

v Edit user permission

v" Remove or add a collaborator

Collaborator Tutorial



https://support.foundant.com/hc/en-us/articles/4523887747223-Applicant-Tutorial-Collaboration

Questions?
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